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[rcon’s top agenda:

13K-crrail projects

to better coal tratfic

SHINE JACOB
New Delhi, 5June

State-run Ircon International
has said it would complete
four railway projects by March

i 2023 to boost coal evacuation

from states like Odisha,

~Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh.

These projects are worth over
13,200 crore.

“Priority is being given to

completion of these rail pro-
jects. Some of these projects

for which we are representing

the railways will be completed
by 2020 itself. For some pro-
jects like Chhattisgarh East
West Railway, we are in an
advance stage of financial clo-

| sure” said S K Chaudhary,

chairman and managing

~ director of Ircon, a railway
~ subsidiary.

The Indian Railways has

~ lined up 84 projects with an
~ investment of 398,980 crore to
- help coal evacuation. Of this,
- 14 arebeing monitored by the
- Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
~ directly to ensure they are

completed at a faster pace.

| According to sources, the pro-

jects taken up by Ircon are also
part of this.

Coal India (CIL), Ircon

International, and state gov-

ernments are jointly coming

up with these projects. Based
on media repotts, the projects
in Chhattisgarh alone will
help CIL subsidiary South
Eastern Coalfields have access
t0 4,489 million tonnes of coal
in Mand-Raigarh coalfield.
Ircon is taking up two pro-

jects in the state —
- Chhattisgarh  East Rail

(CERL), that will be completed
in two phase’s from Kharsia to
Dharamjaigarh (CERL-I cov-

Coal India

targets 660 mt
outputin FY 20

Coal India targets more than 8
per cent growth in production
at 660 milliontonnes in 2019~
20 compared to 607 million:
tonnesin the last fiscal and
plans a capital expenditure of
%10,000 crore in the current
fiscal, according to sources.

The target for revenue from

operations (net) has been
fixed at¥1trillion for

FY20, theysaid. The targets
were fixed during a meeting
between the Coal Ministry
and Coal India (CIL) held
recently. PTl

ering 74 km to be completed
by December 2020), and

‘Dharamjaigarh to Korba

(CERL-II covering 62 km to be
completed by March 2022).
Both these projectsare expect-
ed to see investments to the
tune of 4,741 crore.

Another project —
Chhattisgarh - East-West -
Railway — between Gevra
Road to Pendra Road, cover-
ing 35 km at a cost of ¥4,970
crore is expected to be over by
March 2022.

“For this, land acquisition
is completed and forest clear-
ances are in place. The target
set for completion of the pro-
ject is March 2022, said
another official close to th
development. :



