PM Flags off Banihal-Qazigund
Rail Link

IRCON in News 27.06.2013
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BANIHAL/ NEW DEIHI, 26 JUNE: In a
giant leap in connectivity between
the Kashmir Valley and Jammu
region, Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh today inaugurated the 18-km
long Banihal-Qazigund section of the
ambitious mountain railway, promis-
ing all support for development of
the state. ' .

Fianked by UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Omar Abdullah, Governor N
N Vohra and central ministers, the
Prime Minister flagged off the first
train and boarded it for a journey
across the 11-km tunnel, the longest
in the country, through the difficult
terrain of Pir Panjal ranges. Mrs
Gandhi and others also accompanied
him in the brief journey.

“I assure you that the Centre will
provide all possible support to
Jammu and Kashmir for its develop-
ment,” Dr Singh said addressing the
gathering at the function winding up
his two-day visit to the state which

had witnessed a terror attack on.

Monday:in which eight soldiers were
killed.

The rail link to Kashmir, the most
beautiful part of the country, will
help boost tourism, movement of
people, business and enable more
employment opportunities for the
people of the state, he said.

The Banihal-Qazigund section,
which reduces the 35 km distance by
road to half was constructed at a cost
of about Rs 1,700 crore. :

The Udhampur-Katra-Banihal sec-
tion, which will connect the Kashmir

PM flags off B

valléy with the. rest of the country’s
rail network, is expected to be com-
pleted by 2017. “I am very hopeful
that the remaining work will be com-
pleted within the stipulated time so
that the people of Kashmir can bene-
fit from this all-weather surface link,”
Dr Singh said. Speaking at the func-
tion, Mrs Gandhi said the UPA was
aware of the sentiments of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir and affirm
that solution to any problem lics in
the democratic set up of the country
through discussions and delibera-
tions.

The chief minister.used the occa-
sion to make a veiled attack on the
BJP for raking up the issue of Article
370 saying the special status for the
state was being used as a political
issue by the party to befool people.

With today's inauguration, people
from Banihal can reach Qazigund in
just 12 minutes by train. At present, it
takes about an hour and 15 minutes
by road to commute between the two
locations, that too if there are no traf-
fic jams on the road.

The.17.7km-long rail link having
the country’s longest transportation
tunnel of an over 11.2 km tunnel
through the Pir Panjal range, would
pave the way for future rail connec-
tivity to the Kashmir valley with the
national railway system.

The distance between Banihal and
Qazigund by train is reduced to
17.729 km compared to about 35 km
road length. Ppeople will have to
spend below Rs 20 by train, com-
pared 1o Rs 150 on a shared Tata
Sumo, a railway official said.

However, it will take another four

Mr Manmohan Singh and Mrs Sonia Gandhi during the flagging off ceremony in Banihale. afp
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years, according to official estimates,
to connect the operational rail link in
Kashmir valley with the rail network
in the rest of India.

The tunnel has been constructed
using New Austrian Tunnelling

Method, which has been used for the -
first time on such a large scale in’

India. This method optimises the tun-
nel design by mobilising the inherent
ground strength in adopting a curved
section, providing primary support
system immediately after excavation
and monitoring the ground behav-
iour while permitting it to develop its
inherent strength.

Ircon International Ltd, a PSU

under the ministry of railways, has
been the principal executing agency
for Northern Railway to execute the
work of Dharam-Qazigund section of
USBRL Project which. includes the
Banihal-Qazigund section and Pir
Panjal tunnel.

The Kashmir Valley Railway
(Qazigund-Baramulla section) is a

119 km long modern railway line that

became completely operational in
October 2009. So far it is an island
railway, not’yet connected to the
Indian Railway network. It connects
Baramulla in the western part of
Kashmir to Qazigund at the other end
of the valley, via Srinagar.

The 11.2 km long tunnel is
equipped with state-of-the-art sys-
tems with CCTV cameras at every
62.5 m, linear fire detection system,
fire fighting system with fire hydrants
atevery 125 m, emergency telephone
with communication to control room
at every 250 m, fire extinguishers and
fire alarm at every 250 'm, air quality
monitoring system at évery 500 m,
escape route signs to guide the short-
est escape route in-an emergency at
every 50 m, emergency lighting and
normal lighting and public address
system.

A 3 m wide road along the track
for rescue and maintenance purpose

has been constructed with a 772 m
long escape tunnel to provide g
additional escape route.  Tunnel vg
tilation system has been provided
which consists of 25 fans along the
tunnel, installed on the ceiling of the:
tunnel in groups of 5 each. q

Falling in difficult and mountain-
ous terrain, Jammu & Kashmir has
always been a challenge to trans-
portation providers. Other factors
which increase the difficulty in pro-
viding modes of mass transportation
is that the area is geologically unsta-
ble, prone to tremors and earth-
quakes, with deep gorges alternating
between rocky mountains.

| e
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Banihal-Qazigund rail link opene

It will end isolation of Kashmir Valley in winter and usher in grqwth in the region: Manmohan

K. Balchand

BANIHAL (JAMMU): Waving a
green flag, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi
scripted a red letter day on
Wednesday, launching a rail
project to connect Kashmir
with Jammu and the rest of
the country.

First, they inaugurated the
newly constructed station at
Banihal, the last one in Jam-
mu, and then the 11.215-km
Pir Panjal tunnel, before
boarding the train they them-
selves flagged off.

They travelled through the
country’s longest transport
tunnel, which links the valley
with Jammu and opens up a
new horizon of development
in the State, ending its isola-
tion from the rest of the coun-
try in winter.

They enjoyed the 12-min-
ute ride to Qazigund with 100
students, mostly girls, of the
Banihal Higher Secondary
School, and made the 17.8-km
ride back to Banihal, passing
through the tunnel, the sec-
ond longest in Asia. Those
who accompanied them were

Governor N.N. Vohra, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah,
Railway Minister Mallikarjun
Kharge and Union Health
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad.

Dr. Singh and Ms. Gandhi
interacted with the students
and assured them of a pros-
perous future.

Hailing the Banihal-Qazi-
gund section, which IRCON
International executed at a
cost of Rs.1,672 crore, as an
engineering marvel, Dr. Singh
said its importance was far
greater as it would end the
isolation of the valley at win-
ter and speed up people-to-
people contact across the
country, besides boosting
tourism. The rail link would
make Jammu and Kashmir an
integral part of the country’s
development, he said, high-
lighting the scope for more
growth in trade in commod-
ities among various regions.

Dr. Singh asked the Rail-
ways to complete the Katra-
Banihal section at the earliest
so that the people and the re-
gion could be better linked to
the rail network nationwide.

The Katra-Banihal section,
comprising the highestbridge

OPENING EtNl:iALrOA_ZIGUND SECTION:

11 K
tunnel through |
Pir Panjal range

UP THE
VALLEY

| Country's | Jiife
.- i Banihal-Baramulla
rail tunnel  tyqin to start

Reduces the
Banihal-
Katra line to
be completed
by end of
2017

tol8

35 km distance
<)

I Rs'1. 691 crore
Constriiction cost

i

across the Chenab river, is
considered the toughest por-
tion of the Jammu-Srinagar-
Baramulla link. It is expected
to be completed by December
2017.

The Chief Minister exuded
confidence that the return of
UPA III would ensure the
completion of the remaining
section of Banihal to Katra
and the whole rail link pro-

ject.

Describing the rail project
as part of the United Progres-
sive Alliance’s efforts at de-
veloping the State, Dr. Singh
said 34 of the 67 projects an-

nounced in 2004 had so far
been executed. He said |
Rs.7,215 crore had been sanc-
tioned for completing the
rest. A sum of Rs.1,000 crore |
had been allocated for skills
development and employ-
ment generation for the
State’s youth.

Ms. Gandhi said the linking
of the Jammu region to the
Kashmir Valley was the fulfil-
ment of a dream that seemed
impossible. The project was a
matter of pride because the
Railways had to overcome
several challenges. It would
usher in a new era of devel-
opment and boost handicraft
and tourism and create jobs
for youth and an opportunity
for the people living on the
edge, especially women, to
change their lifestyle.

Roads and highways were
also being developed, with
priority for rural roads, she
said.

Mr. Abdullah said the pro-
ject would change the lives of
the people by boosting trade
and tourism. It would not on-
ly connect the two regions of
the State but also the hearts of
the people.
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PM Manmohan Singh and Sonia Gandhi with

students in a train, in Banihal on Wednesday. PTI

‘ AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
BANTHAL (J&K), JUNE 26

. DAYS after eight soldierswere
killed in a militant attack in Sri-
nagar, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and Congress
president Sonia Gandhi used
the opening of the historic
train link connecting the Kash-
mir Valley to the Jammu re-
gion Wednesday to reaffirm
the government’s commitment
to Kashmir’s development.
“People here are fed up of
bloodshed. The youth here

want jobs. The UPA wants _

Kashmir’s future to be written
with secularism, development

and democracy, where prob-
lems are solved through dia-
logue,” Sonia said at the cere-
mony at Banihal station to flag
off the first train on the route.
It was the first visit to the
state by Singh and Sonia after
Parliament attack convict Afzal
Guru was hanged. About
10,000 security personnel were
deployed in the town for the
high-profile event that was held
under the shadow of terror.
“Today, we begin a new
chapter in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Through this rail link,
Kashmir will eventually have
an all-weather connect with
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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_‘Valley rail link to boost progress’

the outside world. Even its re-
motest, backward regions will
have equal opportunities. There
will be development in tourism,
handicrafts and other indus-
tries,” Sonia said referring to the
link which will reduce travel time
on the stretch by over one hour.

She praised Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah’s government
saying it had brought change to
the state and called for holding
early elections to local bodies.

The 17.5 km link between
Banihal in Jammu and Qazigund
in the Valley is the first all-
weather route between the two
regions. Touted as the UPA's
flagship project that showcases
the reconstruction of Jammu
and Kashmir, the stretch has a
11-km-long tunnel through the
mighty Pir Panjal range.

The only existing link on this
route, the Jawahar Tunnel meant
for road transport and opened
in 1965, gets blocked in winter
due to heavy snow. The rail tun-
nel runs 300 metres below Jawa-
harTunnel and is shielded from
the harshwinter. 5

The rail line between Bani-
hal and Qazigund has reduced
the 35-km road journey to 17.5

km. It also promises economical
and faster transportation of
goods, food grains and fuel to the
Valley.

“I would ask railways to
complete the remaining work of
the Kashmir link as early as possi-
ble so that we can connect Kash-
mir with the development
process in the rest of the coun-
try.” Singh said after flagging off
the first train.

Singh and Sonia also trav-
elled on the train with Kashmiri
school children, with sources say-
ing the two leaders were origi-
nally not scheduled to board it.

Built by railways PSU IR-

- CON, the Pir Panjal tunnel is the

country’slongest and Asia’s sec-
ond longest transport tunnel. It
has cost Rs 1,691 crore and taken
seven years to build in the face
of engineering challenges which
are part of the 345-km rail link
from Jammu to Baramulla.
Fully under CCTYV surveil-
lance to be monitored from a
control centre, the tunnel also
has automated fire-detection
and dousing systems. The rail-
ways plans to complete the link
between Udhampur and Katra
by August, leaving only the

stretch between Katra and Bani-
hal to be completed, which is
scheduled to be commissioned
by 2017.

Until then, the railways is
working out a system in collabo-
ration with the state government
to launch a multi-modal travel
ticket, with which people can
come to Katra by train, take abus
until Banihal and board a train
again to Srinagar with only a sin-
gle ticket.

The separatist Hurriyat
Conference, however, termed
the Prime Minister’s visit a failure
saying Singh had not addressed
the Kashmir issue and had pro-
jected it as a administrative and
economic problem.

“The visit of the Prime Min-
ister could have turned fruitful
if he had announced some bold
steps tosolve the Kashmir issue.
It is highly unfortunate that the
Indian government continues
with its traditional policy of obdu-
racy and unrealistic politics,”

said Hurriyat chief Mirwaiz |
Umar Farooq. “By ignoring to |

talk about the Kashmirissue, he
has rubbed salt on the wounds of
Kashmiris.” — With inputs from
Bashaarat Masood
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PM, Sonia flag off train connectlng
Kashmir valley to Jammu region

18-km Bamhal -Qazigund rall link will boost tourlsm, trade: Manmohan

Mamuni Das
Banihal (J&K), June 26 °

The Jammu region is now
connected with the mountain-

ous Kashmir Valley through a
rail network. On Wednesday,
Prime Minister - Manmohan
Singh and the United Progres-
sive Alliance Chairperson So-
nia Gandhi flagged off the train
from Banihal to Qazigund.
The 18-km-long Banihal-
Qazigund rail link, which in-
cludes the country’s longest

transportation tunnel - over !

11-km long - through the Pir
Panjal range, was executed by
IrconatacostofRs1,672 crore.

Banihal, a tehsil in Jammu
region, is separated from
Kashmir valley by the Pir Pan-
jal mountain range.

The Prime Minister, who
boarded the train for a journey
across the 11-km tunnel
through the difficult and beau-
tiful terrain of the Pir Panjal
ranges, later assured Jammu
and Kashmir of “all possnble
support” for its development.”

Singh said the rail link to
Kashmir would boost tourism,
movement of people, business
and enable more employment
opportunities for the people of
the State, he said.

TRAVEL TIME SLASHED
The benefits of this train in-
clude providing faster, cheap-

Rail link: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh UPA Chalrperson Sonia Gandhi ﬂag off a train on Wednesday during the.
inauguration of the Qazigund -Banihal sector of Railway network at Banihal in Jammu and Kashmir . - Nissar Ahmad

er and more comfortable
connectivity between Banihal
and Kashmir valley through
the year.

People can now commute
between the two places in
about 12 minutes by train, said
D.P Choudhury. General Man-
ager, Ircon, the Indian Rail-
ways’ construction arm.

At present, its takes over an
hour to commute by road, if
there are no traffic jams. The
alternative route is through

the Jawahar Tunnel, which is
part of a national highway.

In cost terms, people will
have to spend below Rs 20 by
train, almost one-seventh of
the Rs 150 that they pay to
move through shared Tata Su-
mos.

Indistance terms, the tunnel
will reduce the train track dis-
tance to almost 18 km com-
pared with the road distance of
about 36 km between Banihal
and Qazigund.

Also, there will be all-
weather connectivity as the
approach roads to Jawahar
tunnel often get clogged dur-
ing the winters.

Additionally, real estate
prices in Banihal have shot up
10-fold in.the past six years,
ever since Railways started
working on the project.

RAIL LINK GAP
The new train also narrows the
link gap between the 64,000-

km rail network spread across
the country and the 135-km
network in the Kashmir Val-
ley, which is yet to be connect-
ed with the wvast Indian
Railway network.

To build the missing rail link
of about 111-km between Katra
and Banihal, the Government
has officially set a target of
2018, which may be a difficult
task given the bridges, tunnels
and difficult terrain. :

mamuni.das@the hindu.co.in
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Valley gets closer as PM opens link

MOHIT KANDHARI & JAMMU

The Valley on Wednesday
came one step closer to the
rest of the country when for the
first time ‘wheels of the nation’
chugged through 11-km long
Indias longest railway tunnel
through the Pir Panjal moun-
tain ranlge, connecting Kashmir
to Banihal town in Jammu.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh who flagged off the first
train from Banihal at an impres-
sive ceremony in the presence of
UPA n Sonia Gandhi,
Railway Minister Mallikarjun

e, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, Union Cabinet
Ministers Farooq Abdullah and
Ghulam Nabi' Azad, and J&K
Governor NN Vohra among
others, said, “It is a historic day
when we are dedicating an
“engineering marvel” carved
out from Himalayas by our
spirited team of railway engi-
neers to the nation.

The Pir Panchal tunnel
passes approximately 440
metres below the existing
Jawahar Tunnel and has
reduced the existing road dis-
tance between Qazikund and
Banihal from 35 km to 17.5 km.

Soon after flagging off the

VIV LN

VT .

’

PM Manmohan Singh dedlcallng the newly-constructed railway line between Bamhal-

Qazigund section to the nation by flagging off the first train from Bani

Pioneer photo

train,
embarked on the train journey
and was received by the cheer-
ful group of schoolchildren.

Singh sat along with
schoolgirls and enjoyed the
rail journey up to Hillar village
in Anantnag.

A large number of local vil-
lagers stood along the rail
tracks to capture a glimpse of
the train and the VVIPs.

The PM was accompanied
by Sonia Gandhi and Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah dur-

the PM himself

ing the small journey. Omar
said I had never dreamt that
one day I would be able to cross
the mighty Pir Panjal moun-
tains through the rail tunnel.
He said it is a ‘momentous’
moment for all of us to be part
of this historic event. I won't be
able to forget this day during
my lifetime, he addeg

The local residents in the
area are upbeat with the open-
ing of the rail link as it would
provide them employment
opportunities and boost tourism

and trade activity in the region.

Pakistan violates

The dream project of con-
necting Kashmir Valley with
the Jammu region was first
conceived by Maharaja Pratap
Singh in 1898.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Prime Minister expressed
hope that work on the
Udhampur-Katra link would
be completed soon within
next few months and then the
most challenging task of link-
ing Udhampur with Banihal
would be left.

He said we are keen to
complete the work on the cru-
cial leg of the project within
stipulated time so as to connect
the Valley with the railway
network of the country
throughout the year.

The worl on the
Udhampur-Banihal section is
expected to be over in 2017.

The tunnel has been con-
structed at a cost of ¥1,691
crore using New Austrian
Tunneling Method by
Hindustan Construction
company. IRCON, a PSU
under the Ministry of
Railways, has been the prin-
cipal executing agency for
the Northern Railway to exe-
cute this ambitious project.

ceasefire pact;
infiltration bid
foiled in Rajouri

PNS B JAMMU

hile PM Manmohan

Sm?h was completing
the last leg of his two-day
Jammu & Kashmir visit,
Pakistani Army once again
provoked Indian forces by
violating the ceasefire agree-
ment along the LoC in Poonch
on Wednesday.

This is the second major
ceasefire violation in the last 24
hours and sixth in the last three
weeks from across the border.
According to Jammu-based
spokesman of the Ministry of
Defence, SN Acharaya,
“Pakistani troops fired at for-
ward Indian posts between
Doda battalion and Saujiyan
between 10.45 and 11.15 am””
Meanwhile, alert troops in
Rajouri also foiled a major
intrusion bid by a group of
heavily armed infiltrators inside
the Indian territory.
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- PM, Sonia flag off train

Ilnklng

.Iammu to Valley

Rly Line Goes Through 11km Pir Panjal Tunnel

M Saleem Pandit | TnN

Srinagar: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi on Wednes-
day chugged through the 11-km-long Pir Panjal
tunnel in the inaugural train journey between
Banihal to Qazigund along with 12 girl students of
a government high school. Both, however, evaded

guestions on politics after their rally speeches in |

Banihal but CM Omar Abdullah, taking on the
BJPE spoke out against dilution of Article 370.

While the PM praised the engineers for the
feat describing the tunnel as an example of en-
gineering marvel that connects two regions of
the state, Sonia reached out to the people with a
salve saying, “I know very well that painful in-
cidents happen here occasionally, but our de-
mocracy has enough scope to sort out issues
through dialogue and negotiations.”

“The people are fed up with violence and ea-
ger to taste peace and development. The large
turnout of people during the panchayat elec-
tions is proof of their desire for peace and de-
velopment,” she said. The people’s hardships,
Soniasaid, with thenew raillink would become
athing if the past. “The inauguration of the all-
weather track between Jammu and the Valley
is part of the UPA’s commitment to peace and
progress,” she said.

Omar kept the pitch populist in an election
yvear “The people of J&K categorically say that
revocation of Article370isnotpossibleand any
attempt to do so would be over our dead bodies,”
he said, suggesting that it was strange that BJP
leader Narendra Modi was talking about a ne-
gotiation on Article 370 considering it never
mentioned this duringits six-year tenure at the
Centre.

He added, “The BJP raises the issue of Arti-
cle 370 only when elections are in sight,” and
challenged it to tinker with the statute.

For steps to download & use free Alive app, see P 12

Hizb militants kill Sopore neta

H izbul Mujahideen militants on Wednesday
morning shotdead a local politician of Sopore
town of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district, police
said. The deceased, identified as Kifayat Hussain,
45, was, according to the police, called out by two
yvoung men who opened fire from point blank
range atabout 10am at Bohripora village in
Sopore tehsil of Baramula districtin Jammu and

er. SP, Sopore, Imtiyaz Hussain said. tnn

Ceaseﬁre violation in Poonch

he army foiled an infiltration bid in Rajouri

sector of Jammu and Kashmir while Pakistani
troops opened fire on Wednesday at Indian
positions in Poonch district, the second ceasefire
violationin 24 hoursonaday the PM and UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi were present in J&K. The
army detected movement by a group of two to three
armed intruders who had sneaked across. tnn
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PM OPENS INDIA’S
LONGEST RAIL
TUNNEL IN J&K

T,

Srinand Jha

m srinandjha®@hindustantimes.com

BANIHAL: A 100 years after it was
first conceived, the dream has
finally been realised.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh inaugurated the country’s
longest rail tunnel (11.2 km) on
Wednesday that will provide a
key link between the Kashmir
Valley and Jammu.

UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi was present at the event.

The 1777 kilometer rail link
from Bamnihal in Jammu to

d (Kashmlr) cost 1,672
crore and is part of the UPA’s
flagship Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramullah Rail Link (USBRIL.)
project that will eventually link
Kashmir to the rest of India.

“The UPAs nda is to con-
nect Kashmir with the rest of
the country through rail links.
The start of train services
between the two regions is an
outcome of stupendous effort.
Itis an o incering marvel and
fulfills the dream envisioned by
the late Maharaja Pratap Singh
in 1898,” the Prime Minister said
at a high-profile function to
mark the event.

A 100 children rode with the
PM and Sonia Gandhi on the
inaugural run of the track.
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PM OPENS RAIL
TUNNEL IN J&K

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The prime minister pointed out
that the Centre had released
L7214 crore since 2004 for 67
works announced
for the state. © i —four of these
projects have been completed
and other schemes are also mak-—
ing good progress,” he added.

The event saw a huge polit-
ical turnout with new Railways
Minister Mallikarjun Kharge
and senior Congress leaders
including Ghulam Nabi Azad
and Ambika Soni present at the
event.

Those on the podium includ-
ed state chief minister Omar
Abdullah and governor NN
Vohra.

ILater, addressing a hugely
attended rally at Banihal, the
TUUPA chairperson made a con-
ciliatory gesture towards hard-
liners, while referring to
Monday’s daring attack by mil-
itants in the heart of Srinagar.

¢ “Oeccasionally, some incidents

happen that pain us. We do
understand that there are gen-
uine concerns, but feel that
issues can be resolved in a dem-
ocratic manner through nego-
tiation and dialogue.” 3

“The huge voter turnout in
the last Panchayat elections
showed that people are fed up
with violence and want peace
and development,” she added.
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