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PM to open critical
JE&IK railvway link
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NEW DELHI: Four and a halfr
months after the hanging of
Afzmal Guru, Prirme Ministerxr
Manmohan Singh will extennd
an olive branch to the Kashmmir
valley by inaugcurating thhe 1777
kyrm railvway Iline frorm Banihal
to Qua=zigund. The line will
realise thhe 114 - vear-old drearnm
of comnmmecting Kashmir valleys
with Jarmyrnmug and enable a ryuch
reduced travel tirme of approxi—
mately 2025 rminutes.

T ~wwhat will be his first-ever
visit to Kashmir since Guru’s
execution, Singh will ‘dedicate’
the rail Iink to thhe people — which
includes thhe country’s longest
transportation turnmnel througch
the Pir Panjgal ryrange. The 11.2
krnm longs tunnel — called thhe T-80O
or thhe Pir Panjal tunnel — has
been comnstructed using the
New Austrian Tunnel Method
(INA'TN) for thhe first tirme

T he »»=ail Izmnaic .- part of

Udhampur Srinagcar Bararnayulla

Railbway I.ink (USBRI) project,
has been executed by thhe Ircon
International, a railvways PSUJ.
“This method has paved way for

THIS IS SINGH'S FIRST
VISIT TO THE VALLEY
SINCE AFZAL GURU'S
HANGING. THE RAIL 1LINK
CONNECITIS JAMMU TO

ERSEe =k LR 4 % I PR S

rmany rmore transportation tuan-—
nels mow being undercaken in
the country;” Ircon officials said.

T he Prirme Minister’s visit is
tentatively scheduled for June
25_. With thhe PNV set to visit thhe
Valley armid peace overtures by
the Prirmme Minister—-designate
of Pakistaxn INawa= Sharif,
New Delhi is all set to broaden
the ambit of consultations on
HKashmir to sta_t't a “construc-—
tive dialogue™ with all shades
of opinion.

IDDuring the wvisit, the PN is
also scheduled to release =a
stamip in the name of Kashmir's
farmed poet Ghulayry Ahrmed
Mehjoor, while inaugurating
the VMuchal Road:-

Tt was the late Mabharaja
Pratap Singh, who in 1893,
had first toyed with the ide=a
of commecting Jarmrmu with thhe

HKashmir vallesy~



