IRCON completes Project in Sri
Lanka
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The Times of India

IRCON completes project in
Sri Lanka

The Ircon International Limited has completed the
reconstruction of Omanthai-Kilinochchi railway line
in Northern Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan president Mahinda
Rajapaksa inaugurated this 63-km long line. Ircon
CMD Mohan Tiwari and General Manager SL Gupta,
along with other senior officials of government of

Sri Lanka, were also present. |
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The Financial Express

Iindia links Colombo
to Killinocchi via
railway line

New Delhi, Sept 15: Therail-
way route linking the politi-
calhomeof SrilL.anka's Tamil
Tiger rebels with the rest of
the island rolled into service
on Saturday after a23-year in-
terruption. Theday marked a
proud moment not only for
Sri L.anka but also for Indian
Railwayswhose PSU Ircon In-
ternational had undertaken
therebuilding project.

The project is a part of ef-
forts to promote reconcilia-
tion with the Tamil minority
and healthescarsof thelong-
running separatist conflict.
The train, carrying Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapakse, ar-
rived in the town of
Kilinochchi,330kmsnorthof
Colombo, four years after the
end of a nearly four-decade
civil war. Je Bureau
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ircon Iintl Ltd completes
reconstruction of railway
line in northern Sri Lanka

PNS gg NEW DELHI

he Ircon International Limited. a

Government company under the Railway
Ministry, has completed the reconstruction of
Omanthai — Kilinochchi railway line in
Northern Sri Lanka. This 63-km long line was
inaugurated by Sri Lankan president Mahincda
Rajapaksa on Saturday. Ircon CMD Mohan
Tiwari and General Manager SL. Guptaalong
with other senior officials of Government of Sri
Lanka were also present.

“Irain service recommenced on this section
after a gap of 23 years.,” Ircon spokesman
claimed. The railway tracks from Omanthai to
Kankasanthurai and Medawachiya to
Talaimannar were completely destroyed during
the devastating years of war in the region.

New Delhi had subsequently extended lines

of credit to build the 252 km railway lines in
Northern Province.
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India-funded Lankan rail takes off |

q Sri Lankan rail project funded and executed by India
gan operations on Saturday with resumption of train

services to the LTTE’s erstwhile stronghold in the island’s

Tamil-dominated north region.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa launched the “Yal Devi’ (The

Queen of Jaffna) train that departed from Omanthai with

Rajapaksa on board and arrived in the former LTTE

headquarters of Kilinochchi, 30 minutes later.

The service resumed after over two decades, during which

the LTTE attacked the Colombo-J affna train twice in the

course of the Sri Lankan civil war.

In January 1985, the train was blown up, killing 28 soldiers

and injuring over a 100 passengers.

Another attack by the L'TTE in 1990 saw the comple te

abandonment of services.

The restoration of the railway track destroyed by the

protracted conflict began in 2009 after the military defeat

of the LTTE.

Indian engineering firm Ircon International was aw arded

the $185 million contract to restore the 62 km-long track

route between Omanthai and Kilinochchi.

The first phase of restoration saw the track being repaired

between Vavuniya and Omanthai.

Since the war ended in 2009, the Indian Government has

extended its support to Sri Lanka to rebuild the entire 252

km-long route under a $800 million credit line. -

The train would next be extended up to Jaffna, completlng

the full restoratlon of the service, railway officials said.
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